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Press Release:  A Snowstorm! is Coming! 

 
On November 7th a Snowstorm! will blanket the entire United States, from Florida to 
Alaska, from Hawai’ i to Maine as Public, Educational and Governmental (PEG) channels on 
cable systems simultaneously show one minute of video snow. Snowstorm! is an action to 
organize grassroots support among PEG producers and viewers. 

This Snowstorm! will remind communities what could be lost if new cable legislation before 
Congress is not fixed to protect the wonderful community channels we have come to know 
and depend upon.  Say goodbye to televised: 

� � Political debate between local candidates. 
� � High School football games, annual pageants and chorales; 
� � City Council or Commission Meetings. 
� � Weekly coverage of the Church next door, the Synagogue up the street or the 

Ashram, Mosque, Temple or Friends meeting around the corner. 
� � Cultural programs in Spanish, Hmong, Farsi, Cantonese, Magyar, Italian, Russian, 

Criolo, Portuguese and many other languages. 
� � Comedy shows by the neighborhood teenagers. 
� � Fire safety programs by your Volunteer Fire Department. 
� � The discussion of local, early screening resources by cancer survivors. 
� � Distance learning programs for housebound students. 

It is not a coincidence that the Snowstorm! will hit nation-wide on the eve of state and local 
elections.  We believe that the future of our democracy is dependent upon the availability of 
Public Greenspace in our communications system.  We believe that there is no democracy 
without a place for community dialogue.  We believe that the local Public, Educational and 
Government channels are that space. 

This nationwide Snowstorm! will occur on November 7th at: 
� � 9 p  Eastern 
� � 8 p  Central 
� � 7 p  Mountain 
� � 6 p  Pacific 
� � 5 p  Alaska Standard Time 
� � 4 p  Hawaii Standard Time 
� � In solidarity, community channels in parts of Europe will also be covered with 

snow at times to be announced. 

“ This nation has come to a critical juncture in the legislative battle to protect local 
franchising— especially Public, Educational, Government and Institutional Network 
resources for our communities,”  warns Anthony Riddle, Executive Director of the Alliance 
for Community Media.  
 
“These bills, as written, give a few powerful corporations complete control over the 
information passing into and out of every home in America,”  Riddle continued.  “No people 
can be free who do not have freedom to share any information they feel they need to make 
decisions.  The greenspace provided by Public, Educational and Governmental access 



 

channels is a real protection against corporate domination of our communities.  
Corporations should have the freedom to compete and innovate.  Do our children deserve 
less? We believe in profits, but not at the expense of our Democracy.”  

 
The ACM asks that residents of every community hit by the Snowstorm! call and/or write their 
Senators and Representatives today.  The message from the public is simple: 

� � My community believes in preserving open and free public spaces such as PEG. 
� � The companies making billions of dollars in our communities should contribute financial 

support for these spaces.  
� � We want the Alliance for Community Media to speak for us in hearings and conversations 

about the new video laws. 

Those wishing to play in the Snowstorm! will be asked to visit www.alliancecm.org or 
www.savemyfreespeech.net to find sample letters and electronic tools for mass emailing of 
Congressional Representatives (These sites will be available for this activity as of 11/6/5).   
 
Available press contacts at some par ticipating PEG stations include: 

Contact Location Phone Email 
Kealii Lopez Oahu, HI 808.834.0007 klopez@olelo.org 
Alan Bushong Salem OR 503.588.2288 alan@cctvsalem.org 
Kari Peterson Davis, CA 530.757.2419 kapeters@dcn.davis.ca.us 
Steve Ranieri Albuquerque, 

NM 
505.243.0027 sranieri@quote-unquote.org 

Sharon King Dallas, TX 214.631.5571 sking@dctVdallas.org 
Cor Wilson Roseville, MN 651.482.1261 cwilson@ctv15.org 
Hap Haasch Kalamazoo, MI 269.343.2211 assistant@net-link.net 
Thomas Bishop Cincinnati, OH 513.651.4171 tom@mediabridges.org 
Paul Berg Newton, MA 617.965.7200 paulb@newtv.org 
Lyell Davies New York, NY 212.757.2670 ldavies@mnn.org 
Richard Turner Rockville, MD 301.424.1730 rturner@mct-tv.org 
Nantz Rickard Washington, DC 202.526.7007 dctv@starpower.net 
David Vogel Knoxville, TN 865.215.4350 david@communityknox.org 
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About The Alliance for Community Media 
 

The institutions of Public, Education and Government Access (PEG) represented by the 
Alliance for Community Media have been a model of electronic democracy for the entire 
world: 

 

·  More than 3,000 PEG Channels operate nationwide; 

·  More than 25,000 hours of new PEG programming are produced weekly—more 
programming than all the broadcasters combined; 

·  Regular participation by more than 1.2 million volunteers; 

·  More importantly, our channel operations serve more than a quarter million 
organizations annually! 

Every Access operation seeks to fill community need, but not every community has the 
same needs.  Community standards for speech vary from one city to the other, even within 
the state.  Community needs can vary as well, based on existing infrastructure, level of 
development, geography and market forces. 

 

Across the country, these PEG centers have engaged every political, philosophical and 
spiritual community.  Estimates are that 20-40% of all programming is from religious 
communities—Christian, Judaic, Islamic, Buddhist, Hindu, Native, Mormon, and others.  
In many cases, PEG Access is the only communications outlet available and open to their 
members. 

 

Access channels provide programming for every conceivable ethnic, cultural and language 
community in our nation, including Chinese, Magyar, French, Japanese, Portugese, Criolo, 
Amharic, German, Hmong, multiple versions of Spanish— and far too many other 
languages to list here. 

 

PEG channels often provide the only window on local government processes such as City 
Council and committee meetings.  PEG channels offer assistance in use of key government 
services—services which would cost much more to deliver without PEG. 

 

PEG channels are also the only means by which candidates for elected office can reach the 
public unfiltered. 

 

The resources of our educational system are extended and enhanced through the use of 
PEG facilities for distance learning, teleconferencing and research. 

 



 

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY MEDIA PUBLIC POLICY PLATFORM 
 
For democracy to flourish, people must be active participants in their government, 

educated to think critically.  Communications networks which use the public rights-of-way 
and public spectrum must provide the means and support for that participation through 
community uses of media.   

The Alliance for Community Media advances democratic ideals through Public, 
Educational and Governmental  Access (“PEG”) centers around the country that provide 
people with tools, training and transmission of their programming on cable channels.  PEG 
access exists because of the regulatory framework for cable television that has been in 
place for more than 20 years.  The PEG model can be strengthened and applied to new 
technological realities, assuring that localism and community participation are not 
displaced by commercial interests. 
 
What Federal Legislation is Needed? 
Establish a policy of “community reinvestment”  through PEG that includes funds and 
bandwidth and/or spectrum that will be used for public purposes by: 
·  Allowing the local community which owns the public right-of-way to franchise and 

determine the best use of the community’s property. This principle must be protected 
by Federal law. 

·  Dedicating ten percent of the public airwaves and capacity on communication facilities 
that occupy public rights-of-way to PEG use for free speech, diverse points of view, 
local programs, community based education and political speech. 

·  Mandating funding of five percent of gross revenues from all infrastructure and service 
providers and spectrum licensees to support PEG equipment,  facilities, training and 
services. 

·  Making PEG access universally available to any consumer of advanced 
telecommunications services capable of full-motion video. 

What’s at Stake? 
·  A handful of companies control most of what Americans read and see in media today. 
·  As entertainment, sports and commerce flourish on media, other societal needs such as 

public education, health care, job training, civic participation and economic 
development are too often ignored. 

·  New technologies and applications that evolve without a regulatory framework that 
supports public participation threaten to eliminate the capacity and resources for 
equipment, facilities, training and services currently provided to localities by cable 
companies. 

·  No clear public interest requirements have been attached to the giveaway of digital 
spectrum to broadcasters despite the fact that today, less than one-half of one percent of 
programming on broadcast television is local public affairs.  


